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In Concert 
Serving: freshly 


squeezed vegetable 
juices,smoothies, 
vegetarian and 
vegan sandwiches, 
soups,salads and 
baked goods. 


The Green Street Cafe 
Northampton, MA 
Sept. 12, 9:00PM 


Cassettes & T-Shirts 
Available 


OPEN AT 9A.M.! 


DISTINET 


"_..radiant neo-folk music." 


_nradia OPEN 10am-7pm 

...mellifl d 4 

a ge downtown amherst NON-SMOKING AREA 
The Advocate (Aug. 1992) 


next to the mercantile 
eT AIR - CONDITIONED 


For Bookings - 585-8856 
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Give yourself an end-of-summer pick-me-up! 
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HREE 


by Ttike Chrisman 

Attention, Home Repair Personnel — it’s time for my annual Home Repair Essay, 
where I’m required to speak knowledgeably about useful household broken things like 
copper male adapters and floor joists and sheetrock. “Sheetrock,” — for those of you who 
need to review the history of household broken things — used to be a brand name, like 
kleenex or aspirin or nylon, but because they didn’t obsessively call it “SheetrockTM” ten 
times a day in all the major news media, the name quickly got generic, kind of like when 
your prize dog, Lance, starts running with those no-account mongrels down the block and 
before you know it, they’re tearing up the neighbors’ garbage bags. Lance would never do 
that on his own. So now they call it “drywall”, or “gypsum board”, or “sheetrock, no TM”. 

If you’re like me, the main reason you took up Home Repair was to improve your 
swearing. I always tell my daughter, “Don’t use swear words that way. Use them correcily, 
like I do.” Because when you drill through the drywall and puncture your own hot water 
pipe ... you need exactly the right word ... what the French home-repair expert Gustave 
Flaubertcalled /e mot juste. And he had plenty of excellent ones, unfortunately all in French. 

The other reason I got into Home Repair was because I liked hearing carpenters 
talk about floor Joyce. I figured this was a local, possibly unattached woman the guys all 
knew who might go out with me, since nobody else would. Same with Molly bolts. Imagine 
my surprise when floor Joyce turned out to have measurements of 2x8x12. 

As for the copper male adapter, all I can say is whoooeee! A person of any age (no 
ID required) can actually walk into any hardware store in America, saunter nonchalantly 
into the plumbing aisle, and buy one of these devices. I won’t describe what it does, because 
this is a family newspaper, but] will say Iam surprised —no, astonished — that these items 
aren’t being snapped up by militant feminists everywhere. And who’s to say it would stop 
there? I mean, firsta copper male adapter, thena steel male adapter... finally a titanium male 
adapter! ? If this secret gets out, men are finished on this planet. Kaput! 

And maybe that’s a good thing, you say. Maybe there’d be less war and violence 
if there were no more men. Certainly less spitting. Plus, they’d never have to lower another 
toilet seat. 

In conclusion, a life in Home Repair consists of endless trips to hardware stores 
and lumber yards to buy single-pole switches and roof trusses and 3-inch DWV pipe. You 
novices probably think 3-inch DWV pipe isa piece of drug paraphenalia. That’s why you re 
still novices. And I bet you think roof trusses are sold in pharmacies. Ha ha. There’s lots 
of humor in Home Repair. 

Well, Isay there’s still hope for you, if you just getup every morning, strap on your 
tool beltand fix something. Andif you work outside the home... well, [know the boss would 
be tickled if you fixed something at the office. Fix a stapler, or that busted file drawer. If 
you're really feeling cocky, fix the XeroxTM machine. 


The Valley Comic News 
P.O.Box 515, Northampton, MA01061 413-586-2274 
Publisher/Editor » Mike Chrisman Founder ° David Hooks 
Co-Publisher ¢ Izzy Gesell Advertising Director ¢ Silvana Gravini 
Distribution * Nancy Girard Sales Representative * John Van Lokeren 


Adviser * Hank Ryan Printing » The Recorder » Greenfield, Mass. 
Copying ¢ Paradise Copies Graphic Design ° Reid Harvey 
Special thanx to Ruth Sterling Still at Camp « Siena Chrisman 


c 1992 The Valley Comic News 
No part may be reproduced without written permission from the publisher. 


BUY COMIC NEWS 
SUBSCRIPTIONS! 


I 

l 

l 
The gift that keeps on giving...22 issues yearly! I 
Third Class - $20.00 (please allow two to three weeks delivery) 1 
First Class - $36.00 (please allow two to three days delivery) l 
To upgrade any existing subscription from third class l 

to first class mail, call 413-586-2274 for information. I 

Send this coupon and check or money order to: 

i 

I 

I 

I 

l 

= 


Check here for VALLEY COMIC NEWS Check here for 
PO Box 515 First Class ($36) 
Northampton, Mass. 01061 


i= 
I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
| 
I 


ADDRESS: 


r 
1 
l 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
a | 
l 
I 
i 
I 
l 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
l 
I 
I 


Yo, local people: Local Heroes wants you! 
Be zany, be political, be alternative, be funny! 
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Other styles available 


northampton 
from $11.95-$39.95 


main st + open 7 days 


PARADISE C 
So many copies, so ime... 
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15 MILES 


REST assured your car will get you where yi 


PELHAM AUTO SERVICE ‘ 
1315 FEDERAL ST., BELCHERTOWN 413-253-9302 
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wr» REALLY... SOMETIMES 
I GET SO BORED 
WATCHING SUMMER 
RERUNS... L SWEAR... 
START SLIPPING IN 
AND OUT OF A COMA... 


By Steve Riehm 
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MAKE YOUR MABE. 


Women’s Shoes, Clothing & Accessories 
Zanna + 187 North Pleasant Street » Amherst 
413.253.2503 
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ANOTHER ULTIMATUM 
SENT To SADDAM PuseN... 


LEAHY 
COURIER-MAIL 
PANcHO Brisbane 
AUSTRALIA 
Want your event 
to be really special? 


Then hire the best: 


THE GAMES MAN 


Unique entertainment for all events. 


VOTED 

"BEST 
CHILDREN'S 
ENTERTAINER® 


Teens, adults, and 
grandparents love the 
Games Man, too! So, for - 
professional performances 
that are playful, 
participatory, interactive, 
non-competitive,and 
“guaranteed FUN or your 
money back, call today! 


sian “V\codles, Te osas k VVVNere 
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TAKE rt 28 LEAVE IT by LM. Boya 


Where were you in 1967? That was 
the year Bobbie Gentry put out “Ode 
to Billy Joe.” And Paul Newman 
starred in “Cool Hand Luke.” And 
according to the big book at hand, the 
word “humongous” first showed up in 
print. 

Q. What were the first of the machine- 
made cigarettes? 

A. Camels, at 10 cents a pack. 
There was a time when the electric 
companies gave away light bulbs to 
boost power sales. 

Buenos Aires police require driver’s 
license applicants to pass drunk- 
driving tests. 

Nobody who went to school in Portu- 
gal thinks Columbus discovered the 
New World. Students there are taught 
that Portuguese sailors found the 
western lands a dozen years or so 
earlier. And returned with tales heard 
by Columbus. 


Classic counsel of Harry S. Truman: 
“You want a friend in this life, get a 
dog.” 


Downstairs at Thornes 
150 Main Street © Northampton, MA © (413)-586-801 


From India’s Madras comes the 
dubious report that a furniture-maker 
there turns out toilet seats punctuated 
with protruding nails for sale to Hindu 
holy men. 

When the powder in the pan of an old 
flintlock musket misfired, it produced 
promise without payoff, and many a 

thing like it to this day remains known 

as “a flash in the pan.” 

Q. How old were Caesar and 
Cleopatra when they got together 
romantically? 

A. He, 54. She, 21. 
Customs officers at Mexico's Tijuana 
reportedly had to give up on their 
drug-sniffing police dog. They real- 
ized, finally, that it alerted them if it 
smelled a suitcase containing drugs, 
except when the possessor of such 


luggage slipped the dog a small steak. 


Amsterdam has more canals than 
Venice. 

Three times as many men as women 
pass out in dentists’ chairs. And most 
patients who lose consciousness do 
so before noon. Probably because 
they failed to eat breakfast. 


The dogwood tree is so called be- 
cause a concoction brewed from its 
bark was once thought to cure dogs of 
mange. 

Deadliest time of the week to drive is 
around 7 p.m. on Saturday, according 

to the police. 

The young Abraham Lincoln wrote: “I 

don’t know who my grandfather was. | 

am more concerned to know what his 

grandson will be.” 
Remember, more house plants die 

from too much water than not enough. 

Q. Who holds the patent on the Coca- 
Cola formula? 

A. No patent. The company relies on 

secrecy for security. 

Am told it’s possible to frighten certain 
parrots right out of their feathers. 
Today’s soldiers in the field just don’t 
pack the sort of emergency rations 
carried by Napoleon's troops. Accord- 
ing to the historical footnotes, they 
each at one time were issued several 
dozen preserved snails a week. 
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Italy's art historians say Michelangelo 
never bathed during the four years he 
worked on the frescoes in the Sistine 


y 


Chapel. ” 


“Neuropraxia” is what it’s called when 
your foot goes to sleep. Or your hand. 
Or whatever. 

Natives who customarily sit on the 
ground instead of in chairs don’t get 
varicose veins. Such is the claim of 
British medical researchers. 

Q. How much did Thomas Edison 
spend on his experiments to invent 
the incandescent lamp? 

How about his phonograph? 

A. Lamp, $40,000. Phonograph, $18. 


“Nickname” started out as “eke name,” 
which meant “added name.” 

A mockingbird also can imitate the 
sound of a creaking door, and that, 
according to country folk, can get 
pretty scary when you’re home alone. 
Q. What's the noisiest thing in the 
sea? 

A.The underwater explorers tell us it’s 
a bed of shrimp. 
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SUMMER SPECIAL 
2 Bean Tostadas 
with a side of rice 
and a FREE Medium Aguas Frescas 


$3.95 
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Jor Bos BRIGGS" 


Idon’tknow about this new 
genetically-mutated Jetsons Food 
that was just approved by the 
government. It reminds me of 
when the astronauts first went up 
in space and sent back pictures 
of how they squeezed roast beef 
sandwiches out of a toothpaste 
tube, and they drank Tang all the 
time. Come to think of it, why did 
they drink Tang all the time? 

Anyhow, the way this new 
Frankenfood works is you take a 
vegetable like, say, a tomato, but 
you graft it with the gene of apolar 
bear. And all the scientists say 
that this makes for a great taste 
treat, and besides that, you leave 
the tomato onthe shelfat Kroger’s 
for three years and it won't spoil. 

Okay, okay. Maybe. But 
my question is, What if we start 
eating Polar Bear Tomatoes, and 
three years from now we give 
birth to children who like to catch 
cod with their teeth, or lick the 
faces of their little brothers. | 


mean, we could endup with some 
circus careers here. 

It’s too much, too fast. | 
only recently learned the differ- 
ence between arugula, endive, 
and raddicchio. Arugula is the 
purple one. Oris that raddicchio? 
It's either arugula or raddicchio. | 
don’t think it’s endive. 

So whatifallthese organic 
Salads that we’re already forced 
to eat because it’s the only thing 
anybody serves unless you want 
to go to Sizzler Steak House and 
stand behind 350-pound women 
with kids named Buster—if we’re 
gonna have to eat these unpro- 
nounceable organic salads in the 
first place, then what's gonna 
happen when they start grafting 
elephanttoes into the goat cheese 
dressing? 

You know, if they’d come 
up with these genetic cocktails 
back in the forties or fifties, no- 
body would have sweatedit. Like 
when white bread first came out. 
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1st piace 


Thornes Market, 150 Main St. ¢ Northampton 585-0130 


Everybody just said, “Hey, I’ve 
been eating brown bread for 
years. This will be different.” So 
here we are, forty years later, 
paying more money forthe brown 
bread we were eating in the first 
place before white bread came 
along and made brown bread, 
which has existed for nine million 
years, into an exotic specialty 
food. 

But we used to trust any- 
thing the scientists said. DDT? 
No prob. Spray it on there. Get 
rid of the boll weevils and light- 
ning bugs and ladybugs and ev- 
erything else that has little spin- 
dly legs and lives in our food. 
Automatic threshers? No prob- 
lem. Grind that stuffup. We'll eat 
it like cereal. Don’t worry. Make 
all the wheat and corn an identi- 
calsize andcolor, so it’ll be easier 
to harvest? Go right ahead. We'll 
solve world hunger this way. 

And what happens? Ten 


years later we’re eating Ding 


SyueGling ih Your 
Sweetie SND. 


BALAYA and 
THEPALM BEACH STOR 


Hermits and 


Allen, Aliens 
Guacomole and : 
BreakFAsr af TiFFAYY'S 

Ye 


“Where you'll always find something different” 
401 Main St:, Amherst 
256-1509 


Dongs and frozen macaroni-and- 
cheese dinners. We didn’t even 
like the way the stuff tasted. From 
the beginning we hated it. We 
hated the bread, the corn, the 
veggies. We invented the goldurn 
Vegematicso we could swill down 
the veggies without gagging. 

Andnowthey wannasplice 
aardvark hair into the sweet pota- 
toes? 

So it'll solve world hunger. 
Soit’llbe easierto grow and easier 
to store. So it'll look nicer. 

| don’t know diddly-squat 
about science, but here’s one 
thing this peasant boy knows: 

It's gonna taste like cran- 
berry juice that’s been filtered 
through a polyester pants suit. 
To discuss the meaning of life 
with Joe Bob, or to get his world- 
famous newsletter, write Joe Bob 
Briggs, PO Box 2002, Dallas TX. 
COPYRIGHT 1992 CREATORS 
SYNDICATE, INC. 
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EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET 


War Pollution 


Environmental damage to 
marine life in the northern 
Persian Gulfresutting from 


the Gulf War appears to be not as 
severe as was earlier feared. The 
World Wildlife Fund for Nature and 
the World Conservation Union an- 
nounced that there were more birds, 
fish, and algae in the region now 
than before the war. Coral reefs were 
found to be intact around the two 
northern Kuwaiti islands of Bubiyan 
and Faylakah, but prawn catches 
were down by 10 percent there in 
comparison to the pre-war period. In 
contrast, land areas remained heav- 
ily polluted by remnants of hundreds 
of Kuwaiti oil fires which may poison 
the desert environment for decades. 


No Summer 


This has been the coldest 
WyY summer on record inmany 

locations across the Ameri- 
can Great Plains, Canadian Prai- 
ries, and Great Lakes. Since June, 
cool and rainy weather has beenthe 
rule across the region. Business at 
airconditioning companies hasbeen 
off by about 75 percent, and life- 
guardsclaimthatsummer ‘just hasn't 
happenedthis year.” This record chill, 
and late arrival of summer in New 
England earlier this year, are being 
blamed on a layer of ash high in the 
atmosphere from the 1991 eruption 
of Mt. Pinatubo in the Philippines. 


Radioactive Fires 


Forest fires in Belarus are 

releasing into the atmos- 

phere huge amounts of 
radioactive material which may have 
come from the 1986 Chernobyl 
nuclear disaster. Thefireshave been 
buming for weeks during a summer 
drought. ITAR-TASS said research 
institutes inGomel observed a sharp 
increase in local radioactivivity lev- 
els. Belarus forests were dusted with 
cesium and strontium when the 
reactor in neighboring Ukraine ex- 
ploded. Many in Belarus have com- 
plained of feeling unwell recently. 


Explore the New 


« Treasure Candles 
t DIncense 
% w Batik & Jkat Textiles 
* % Rainsticks 
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Thornes Market e 150 Main St. 
2nd Floor e Northampton, 586-5067 


Floods 


Heavy rains in Venezuela 
ae left nine people dead and 

more than 10,000 others 
homeless. In Guarenas, an eastern 
suburbof Caracas, sevenwere found 
dead under the debris of their own 
homes which were buried under tons 
of mud. Health officials warned that 
epidemics might spread in the 
stricken areas, and at camps where 
the refugees have sought temporary 
shelter. ; 


Tropical Storms 
Typhoon Irving brought 
gales andhigh surfto south- 
eastern Japan as it skirted. 
Honshu. Typhoon Janis, packing 
winds of 125 miles per hour, was 
predicted to move into the East China 


Sea at the weekend after pounding 
several southern Japanese islands. 


Tropical storm Kent gained force in — 


the Marshall Islands. In the eastern 
Pacific, hurricane Javierchurnedthe 
waters between Mexico and Hawaii. 


Earthquakes 


Aftershocks of the destruc- 
‘S] tive June 5 Southern Cali- 

fornia temblors continued 
to rumble beneath the desert floor 
and near the resort of Big Bear. 
Meanwhile, scientists announced 
that the initial jolts shifted the Los 
Angeles area approximately one-half 
inch to the northwest, based on sat- 
ellite andland-based measurements. 
Earth movements were also felt 
during the week near Hollywood, 
Calif., in Tibet, and in southwestern 
Alaska. 


Hailstorm 

A severe thunderstorm 
Eg lashed southern Alberta 

withgoflf ball-sized hail and 
strong winds, causing an estimated 
$1. million in damage. Snowplows 
cleared one-and-a-half-foot-high 
drifts of hail that had accumulated in 
the streets in Lethbridge. Onewomen 


west of town said the storm killed 
250 of her young ducks. 


For the week ending 
August 7, 1992 
©1992 Chronicle Features: 


Rat House 

An 84-year-old Canadian 
= man, who had kept an 

estimated 300 pet rats run- 
ning loose in his house, was de- 
tained by police so that he would not 
have to witness the extermination of 
his rodentfriends. The Winnipeg Sun 
quoted city police officers as saying 
that they took Michael Schumardoto 
a restaurant for breakfast and tried 
to calm him down after he tried to 
stop exterminators from killing the 
rats. An extermination order was 
issued after Schumardo was forced 
by health officials to leave his home 
because it had become unfit for 
human habitation. When the rats 
stopped getting their regular meals 
at home, they started roaming the 
neighborhood and raiding other 
houses in search of food. 


Additional Sources: Japan Meteorological 
Organization, Environment Canada, U. S. Cii- 
mate Analysis Center, U. S. Earthquake Infor- 
mation Center and the World Meteorological 
Organization. 
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THEFARSIDE —_By Gary Larson 
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The Zeonions came with the answers to many secrets Long before his rise to fame, artist Gus Nickerson Bad pay peewee ieee fare oddeetal 
of the universe. Vern, regrettably, came with experimented with many variations on a single theme — Y G herman pete? catiae 
thick glasses and his deer rifle. until that fateful day when a friend said, “Gus...have you appeared a Guate P : 


tried dogs playing poker?” 


leticia 


Aw lius 


‘THE-SALON: 
ADVANCE CUTTING 
_°PERMS « 


ARTISTIC COLORING 


=A 


Healthy 
Mexican Food 
& 

Great Deals 


TRADITIONAL WOOD-FIRED 
BRICK OVEN PIZZA 


12 CRAFTS AVENUE @ NORTHAMPTON 


586-1468 


In Concert 


9 ee Oo Oo Ee 


The Green Street Cafe 
Northampton, MA 
Sept. 12, 9:00PM 


Here’s a violin concerto \ 
| for everybody who sent 
| the Comic News a buck 


Cassettes & T-Shirts 
Available 


et eed paed Seeetiieeedi tne 6° oo ht ok oa ee 


a oa a sr 


Natural Personal Care (or more) during our 


recent call for help. 
Rainforest Products \ Fal a ae e€ i 
Energy Savers A 


",..fadiant neo-folk music." i a 
",..mellifluous modern Unique Gifts 

minstrel..." f 
and much more j . 


The Advocate (Aug. 1992) 


uA 
Northampton @ 584-0673 


Amherst @ 256-8217 
Springfield # 788-0919 


tata a (i 
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Environmentally Responsible Products 


984-0010 


17 Strong Ave. (next to East Side Grill) N'ton 


Sisk. 


For Bookings - 585-8856 
& 4 


TaAdet 


She's a beaut, Norm... 
What is she-- a 24 =fater? 
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1992 Unrversal Press Syncicate 


Revealing some of the mathematical computations 


Where the respective worlds of boating 
every cartoonist must know. 


and herpetology converge. 


} 


Genghis Khan! 
Tt's Genghis Khan! 


© 1992 Universal Press Syndicate 


“Well, there goes Binky with the boss again. ... What 
a red-noser!” 


Prpecnage ons perry 


ores 


“Now now now... You won't be a lonely road forever, 
you know.” 


is 
i 
ey 


“She’s lookin’ good, Vern!” 


LEOLD BY RoGER SALLOOM 


! asked my girlfriend if she 
would continue to lie to me. 
She said, “No.” 
! think she’s lying. 
She did admit that the truth 
makes her unhappy at times. 


| asked her how long she would 
continue to treat me coldly. She 
said, “As long as you let me.” 


So, then | asked her,/f things get 
tough again between the two of us 
would she leave me again? She 
said nothing. 


! do feel a little tug around my 
neck.. 


Maybe a leather leash would be 
nice. 


CMON, LETS GO TRY TO FIND WHAT WILL WE | ARE YoU KIDDING? WELL SE ian ye 
A BIG POISONOUS SNAKE ! Do IF WE SEE | SCARE OURSELNES SILLY 


+ 
ONE ?. AND RUN -AROUND IN CIRCLES, | | OUR ets JOLT FROM COFFEE | 


SCREAMING 


SS 
~ THAT WEARS 
OFF QUICKER. 


‘© 1992 Watterson/Distributed by Universal Press Syndicate 


THIS BOWL OF LUKEWARM 
TAPIOCA REPRESENTS MY 
BRAIN. I OFFER IT IN 

HUMBLE SACRIFICE. BESTOW 
THY FLICKERING LIGHT 
FOREVER . 


OH GREATEST OF THE THANK You FoR THE 

MASS MEDIA, THANK YOU ARTIFICIALITY OF QUICK 

FOR ELEVATING EMOTION, | SOLUTIONS AND For THE 
REDUCING THOUGHT, AND INSIDIOUS MANIPULATION 
STIFLING IMAGINATION. OF HUMAN DESIRES FOR 

COMMERCIAL PURPOSES . 


You KNOW WHAT A LITTLE RUDENESS AND OH, THATS GOOD \ 
DISRESPECT CAN ELEVATE TO KNOW. SEE PP You PROVED 
A MEANINGLESS INTERACTION A WUTTONHEAD, MX POINT / 


TO A BATILE OF WILLS s You MIGHT 
AND ADD DRAMA To AN 
OTHERWISE DULL DAY. 


NES, WHAT EXACTLY |S 
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
A HotDos, A WIENER, 

AND A FRANKFURTER ? 


WHAT? WHADDAYA MEAN?” |AND I'VE WEARD| You CANT 
OK, FINE! THANKS FOR | THE “OPERATOR” 
NOTHING, ‘OO FRAUD!’ 


MAN, IT MUST BE 
100 DEGREES TODAY! 


ANIMALS SURE ARE 


DUMB To HAVE ALL PEOPLE SURE ARE 


TU ; 
UGIN WITHOUT Ir BET HES CRANKY 


\ THAT FUR. BECAUSE HE'S So HOT. 
7 \ 
i 
uo iIMZ 
co ] ss 
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AWM, TLL Ber | 


ee 


RUN FOR NOUR 
LIFE! THERE'S 
A MILLION ANGRY 


IVE BEEN 
THROWING RocKS 

> AT THEIR NEST 
Fe f | ALL MORNING. 


OH, WHAT AN AWFUL THING 
T DID! WOW I REGRET 

IY NON! T HEREBY RESOLVE 
TO CHANGE MY EVIL WAYS! |e 
OH REMORSE, REMORSE / 


MY PENITENT SINNER 
SHTICK NEEDS NORK. 


GOSH, ITS NOT VERY 
BRIGHT OUT. WHAT 
TIME {S.. 


LETS GO, HONEY. 
JUMP OUT OF RED/ 


SEE, I TOLD 
You HIS MOM 
DOESNT SMACK 
4 HER LIPS LIKE 
THAT, 


©1992 Watterson Distributed by Universal Press Syndicate 


GOODNESS, YOU BUT I CWECKED 
LOOK TIRED. FOR MONSTERS WHEN 
T TUCKED YOU IN.. 


THE MONSTERS AND THERE WERENT 


THEN HOW DID 
THEN GET THERE 
AFTER I LEFT? 


UNDER MY BED |g ANN, 
vePT ME uP 
ALL NIGHT. 


OF COURSE, THAT IDEA OF 
BEING DRAGGED UNDER THE BED 
AND DEVOURED BY MONSTERS 
HAS A WAY OF GRIPPING THE MIND 


AND ITS NOT LIKE 
MoM AND. DAD Go 
AWAY WHEN T STOP 
THINKING ABOUT THEM, 


HER THEORY IS THAT IF I 
JUST DONT THINK ABOUT 
THEM, THEXLL Go AWAN. 


MOM WANTS ME To TRY 


SHE SAYS THE MONSTERS 
AN EXPERIMENT TONIGHT, 


UNDER MY BED MAY NEED 
ME TO THINK ABOUT THEM 
To EXIST. 


ADMIT IT, 
Nou LIED 
To uS/ 


Comics & Games 


The Best in 
Comics 


10-20% 
Discount 
on Comic 
Back Issues Subscriptions 
Role Playing © 
& Strategy Games 


Sports Cards 


Lead Figures 
: We 
& Paints Special 


Order 
Comics 
& Games 


Video Rental 
Specializing in 
Cult Classics & 
Japanamation 


Crossroads Comics 
48 North Pleasant St. 
(next to Fire Station) 
11-7 Monday-Friday 
11-5 Sunday 
413 253-3480 


We Buy 
Used Comics 
& Games 
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humor me 


by Izzy Gesell 


It’s been several years since I quit smoking, and I still 
miss it. I had a great deal of difficulty giving up my smokes. 
I didn’t quit because of the health wamings, those I could live 
with. It was being treated like Oliver Twist that got to me, 
always having to ask permission to smoke. “Please, sir. Is itok 
to smoke in your house?” “Please, mum. May Ismoke in your 
car?” You smokers better watch out. Pretty soon permission 
will be required to smoke anywhere in the state. “Please, 
Guv’nor. May I smoke in my toilet?” The govemment surely 
has a plan to register smokers. With all the talk of dangerous 
second-hand smoke floating around, it’s notalarge leap forthe 
Public Health Snoops to consider you a danger to others, 
leading fairly easily to smoker license and registration (a la 
automobiles, not handguns, of course). 

People who don’t smoke suppose they have the 
authority, in the name of non-smokers nights, to go up to any 
active smoker and launch into a lecture on health and/or how 
‘RUDE the smoker is. Granted they have rights but these 
healthier-than-thou types come with an attitude that you, the 
smoker, are so unable to take care of yourself that their air of 
smug superiority becomes more toxic than any cigarette 
smoke. A woman once sidled up to me and hissed, “Don’t you 
know that kissing a smoker is like licking an ashtray?” I eyed 
her as I dragged deeply on my ultra low tar and nicotine 
cigarette with the builtin bellowsto helpmeinhale. Made from 
100% organic tobacco, it was guaranteed to cause me a natural 
death. “Yeah,” I answered Bogartly. “And I don’t think that’s 
such a bad thing to know if I ever get really lonely.” 

Here’s some friendly advice for the Nicotine Narcs: 
You are correct. Cigarette smoke will kill you. Slowly. A bad 
attitude towards the wrong person, however, can get youkilled 
right away. Especially if that person is dying for a cigarette. 

Itried many things before I finally was able to kick the 
habit. A hypnotist promised to help me quit cold-turkey. I 
misunderstoodhis instructions while was“under ”and thought 
he said, “act like aturkey.” This explains my behavior formost 
of 1986. 

Next, I submitted to a radical form of shock therapy 
for smokers. Huge color posters of diseased lungs were hung 
everywhere in my apartment but they upsetme so much] was 
constantly smoking to calm down. 

I got a prescription for Nicorette gum, but it messed 
me up. As a writer I used to get some of my best ideas looking 
through the smoke rings as they ascended toward the ceiling. 
All I got from nicotine-flavored Spit bubbles was wet. 

Finally, Imanaged to stop smoking through the use of 
a subliminal tape entitled The Ocean. This tape promised to 
drown the anti-smoking message below soothing, realistic 
Ocean sounds. “You will feel just like you do when you are at 
the ocean,” was the pledge on the cassette cover. | popped the 
tape into my Walkman and and listened to it fordays. Muchto 
my surprise, it worked. I did feel like I was at the ocean. I ate 
nothing but hotdogs and tuna fish sandwiches, carried a cooler 
of warm beer with me wherever I went and squinted all the 
time. 

One night I took the Walkman to bed and was 
lullabied to sleep by the sound of the ocean through my 
headphones. So realistic was this tape that even my dreams 
took place at the ocean. I awoke at 3 one moming, swimming 
Tapidly away from a large puddle in the middle of my bed. I 
never smoked again. 
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oonesbur 


BY G.B. TRUDEAU 
/- BY G.B. TRUDEAU 


YOU SOUND TRY EXHAUSTED. 

HERE'S THE DEAL, TIRED, THERES ay ip 
Z JOANIE WAYTOHAVEITALL, 
ES LETALONE SOME OF 


GIRL / 


ITON A FEW HOURS’ 


ICTED, 
WERE TALKING GUILT, 
WERE TALKING BURN--—~ : 


IM SORRY, MR. 
DOONESBURY, 
HE'S TAPINGHIS 


WE THINK? [5 
SEAN A JERK? 
OKAY? BUTHE HELPME OUT! 


Hi, YOURE WATCHING IN THIS AGE OF PROMISCUITY, WHAT WELL, LIKE, I KNOW AIDS IS ALSO, LIKE,I REMEMBER, 


CABLE Z-TV, ANDTHIS/S DO YOURKIDS REALLY KNOWABOUT | A TOTALLY BAD THING TOGET, DONT KNOW, BUT — THESE ARE 
"ASK DR. WHOOPEE.” TONIGHT.S | THE RISKS? WERE GETTING ANSWERS BUT MY PARENTS ARE LIKE SO IVEHEARD SEX  ACTUALTEN 
§ TOPIC: "TEENS FROM SOME ACTUAL TEENS LIKE AN- | PARANOID, AND ITS LIKE MY IS TOTALLY EXG1- — AGERS! 
= INTURMOILS =e DREAHERE! ANDREA? (07 LIFE, YOUKNQW? _ way LENT. MY FRIEND y, 
° \ SS / EE — ~ 


70 UNDERSTAND, 
J0e! ~ 


NO WAY, ARE YOU SURE HAVE You 
THEY LIVE AND YOUR PARENTS EVER 


HELL, TM ALMOST 
16 ANDIM START- 


YEAH, WELL, THE THING OF 


JEFF ITS A CREAM, |} 
WHATS 10 GET RID OF 


MY HAIR STUFF ?... 


WELL, YES, T GUESS IT HAVE. 
ITS PROBABLY BECAUSE IM 


(THEIR BRTHDAYS. 


ITIS, FOR ALONG TIME, pup 
MY GIRLFRIEND ANDI 


ASPIRIN. FOR DADDYS 


JOANIE? DID Yo 
HEART, HEY... WHERE'S OEY 


MINOXIDIL PRESCRIPTION AT 


DADDY, YOU CAN'T BE 40! 
SOMEBODY'S PLAYING A 
TRICK ON YOU! ROBIN HOOD 
/SNT40! EVEN DINOSAURS 
AREN'T ALLOWED TO BE40! 


ABOUT TO BE40, SOMETIMES 
GROWN-UPS GET FUNNY ABOUT 
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MAYBE I SHOULD GET A 
SUBSCRIPTION TO THE NEW 
ENGLAN 


MEDICINE... YOU KNOW, 


ORIGINAL 
Ss Ele 
esr | 
Take The 
Stairway Lo 
SAVINGS 
UNIQUE 
IMPORTED 


CLOTHING 
JEWELRY 
MUSICAL 


and More! 


New from 
INDONESIA 


PUPPETS 
DEWIS 
BRONZES 


LOCATED 
ABOVE PINOCCHIO'S 
413 -585 -0815 
122 MAIN STREET 
NORTHAMPTON a Q 
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986-4026 


Hours: Mon-Thurs: 
urs: 11 am to 10pm © Fri & Sat: 10am to. lame Sun: 3pm to 10pm 


Look What's Bakin' 
at FOODEE's for Lunch 


e we come! lL 
| : ookin 
: g for 
a hew "Yum?" 


ady or not her 
(It'srigh 
g eke underyournose !) 
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Roll on in and try one- ae = 
see ado: te} | 
eA re Es} 
p| ° Lotsa'ro (naturally sweet om 
Lil i: Bak AG blelayeror  omatoesan an 
TOLLE: ET isis e turalcasin ofo sed dour3cheeseby 
LEERY ur Pepp ni 
LEM EOD €nd) 
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Breads, baked right here. | | | » Batpark 
LE Li uerkra Bfranks,F 
t 
TacoB od 
See eef, Dijon Mustard, 


Old world 
ur3cheese blend) 


LZ 


ces + Plain & 
as Always 
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2, Specialty Shi 
Pepperoni 
LE TEV: tite 


TLE: 


Sites 
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These Combinati 
tions good with 
purchase of all the 
above items 


a 0 


4 w/ Side Garden Salad ........... 
. W/ 16 oz Coke, Chips, and Side Sota ae a ao 


